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There are many grand themes throughout scripture. One of the most grand, as it pertains to the purposes of God for His people and for His world, is that of the providence of God. That God is intimately working in the affairs of His people is one of the most substantive realities we can look to in times of great tribulation. Without the deep-rooted knowledge that God cares for us, we are too easily tossed about by the sea of life. With this assurance of God's perfect plan for us even the darkest of days can be endured with faith and hope.

Hebrews chapter 11 tells us of the "faithful" servants of God who trusted, fought, and endured for the purposes of God having never received the "promise" on this side of heaven. The life of one of history's greatest writers, John Milton (who wrote in the 17th Century), demonstrates to us that "they also stand who only stand and wait". 

The life of Joseph reminds us that even the evil intent of those around us cannot thwart the purposes of God for a life devoted to Him. Joseph's brothers devised a plan to put him to death. In God's providence the plan was altered and they sold him into slavery. By "chance" those who originally purchased him sold him into the hands and household of the master of Egypt. Through God's orchestration Joseph found favor in the household and was elevated to a place of high esteem. Once there the master's wife attempted to seduce him and upon his refusal to give in and thereby offend His God, she lied and had him defamed and thrown into prison. But God was not done. Through it all God brought him back to a place of prominence and one telling verse screams of the divine ability of God to turn the worst of life's messes into God's grace filled plan; the verse reads, "…and all the earth came to Joseph". 
 

Where has your life gone "right" and where has your life gone "wrong"? Whether you have seen victory after victory or defeat upon defeat, hold steady in the arms of God and trust that He is up to something. If you place yourself in His hands, and like Job wrestle through the tough questions long enough to see that no one knows better than God, then you will know the providence of God. 

His favor is with us and His plans are for our good and the good of His world. His providence is assured and is to be rejoiced in. Romans 8 is our promise, "…who shall separate us from the love of God? Shall trouble, hardship, famine, nakedness, peril or sword?...no, no, no, no, no, a thousand times "NO!"…in (that little word in the original language is important as it literally means "through, as a result of") all these things we are more (abundantly more the language suggests) than conquerors." And the big ending, "through Him who loved us". And lest we forget, nestled in that amazing passage is the reminder that Jesus Christ, "who died and more than that was raised to life" IS INTERCEDING FOR US. That blows me away. Jesus, is interceding for me before my God in the heavens. Oh, that we would remember that more! How ridiculous is the love of God!
